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MoDEST PROPOSAL Sci 


T is a melancholly Oh- 
| jet to thoſe, who walk 
through this great Town, 
or travel in the Country, 
when they ſee the Streets, 
the Roads, and Cabbin- 
Deers, crowded with Peg- 
gars of the female Sex, 
— followed by three, four, 
or « fix Children, ad in Rags, and importuning e- 
very Paſſenger for an Alms. Theſe Mothers in- 
ſtead of being able to work for theit honeſt lively. 
hood, are forced to employ all their time in Stro- 
ling, to beg Suſtenance for their helpleſs Infants, 
who, as they grow vp either turn Thieves for 
want of work, or leave their dear native Coun. 
try to ſight fur the Pretender in Spain, or ſell 
them ſelves to the Barhadoes. 

1 think it is agreed by all Parties, that this 
prodigtous number of (children, in the Arms, 
or on the Backs, or at the heels of their 40. 
thers, and frequently of their Fathers, is 1% the 
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preſent deplorable fate of the Kingdom, a very 
great additional grievance ;z and therefore whoe- 
yer could find out a fair, cheap and eaſy method 
of making theſe Children ſound and uſeful Mem- 


bers of the common-wealth would deſerve ſo 


well of the publick, as to have his Statue ſet up 
for a preſerver of the Nation. 


But my Intention is very far from being con- 


fined to provide only for the Children of pro- 
feſſed. Beggars, it is of a much greater extent, 
and ſhall "rake in the whole number of Infants 
at a certain Age, who are born of Parents in 


effect as little able to ſupport them, as thoſe 


Who demand our Charity in the Streets. 


As to my own part, having turned my 
thoughts, for many Years, upon this Important 
Subject, and maturely weighed the ſeveral Schemes 
of other Projectors, I have always found them 


groſsly miſtaken in their computation. It is 


true a Child, jaF dropt from it's Dam, may be 
ſupported by her Milk. for a Solar year with 
little other Nouriſhment, at moſt not above the 
Value of two Shillings, which the Mother may 
certainly get, or the Value in Scraps, by her 
lawful Occupation of begging, and it is exactly 
at one year Old that I propoſe to provide for 
them, in ſuch a manner, as, inſtead of being a 
Charge upon their Parents, or the Pariſh, of 
wanting Food and Raiment for the reſt of their 
Lives, they ſhall, on the Contrary, contribute 
to the Feed ng and partly to the Cloathing of 
many Thouſands. 


There 
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There is likewiſe another great Advantage in 
my Scheme, that it will prevent thoſe voluntary 
Abortions, and that horrid practice of Women 
murdering their Baſtard Children, alas! too fre. 
quent among us, Sacrificing the poor innocent 


Babes, 1 doubt, more to avoid the Expence, than ' 


the Shame, which would move Tears and Pity 
in the moſt Savage and inhuman breaſt, 

The number of Souls in this Kingdom being 
uſually reckoned one Million and a half, Of 
theſe I calculate there may be abont two hun. 
dred thouſand Couple whoſe Wives are Breed- 
ers, from which number I Subſtract thirty Thou. 
ſand Couples, who are able to maintain their 
own Children, although I apprehend there can- 
not be ſo many under the preſent di/treſſes of the 
Kingdom, but this being granted, there will re- 
main an hundred aud ſeventy thouſand Breeders. 


II again Subſtract fifty Thouſand for thoſe, Wo- 


men who miſcarry, or whoſe Children dye by ac. 
cident, or diſeaſe within tlie Year. There only te- 
main an hundred and twenty thouſand Children of 
poor Parents annually born: The queſtion there. - 
fare is, how this number ſhall be reared, and 
provided for, which, as I have already ſaid, ur- 
der the preſent Situation of Affairs, is utterly | 
im poſſible by all the methods hitherto propoſed, 
for we can neither employ them in Hanteraft,. 
or Agriculture we neither build Houſes, (1 mean 
in the Country) nor cultivate Land ? They can 
very ſeldom pick up a Livelyhoaod by Stealing 
till they arrive at fix years Old, except where 
ES A 3 they 
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they are of towardly parts, although, Econfeſs 


they learn the Rudimeats much earlier, during 


which time, they can however be properly look- 
ed upon only as Probationers, as 1 haye been in- 


formed by a principal Gentleman in the Coun- 


ty of Cavan, who proteſted to me, that he ne- 


K knew above one or two Inſtances nander the 


Age of fix, even in à part of the Kingdom ſo 
renomned for the quickeſt Wu e. in that Art. 

Lam aſſured by our Merchants, that a Boy 
or Girl, before twelve years Old, is no ſaleable 
Commodity, and even when they come to this 
Age, they will not yield above three Pounds, ar 
three Pounds and half a Crown at moſt on the 
Exchange, which cannot turn to Account either 
to the Parents or the Kingdom. the Charge of 
Nutriment and Rags havin ng been at le eaſt four 
times that Value. 


I ſhall now therefore hum muly d my own 


thoughts, which I hope wil not be lyable to the 
leaſt Objection. 

I have been aſſured by a very knowing Ameri. 
can of my acquaintance in London, that a yang 
healthy Child well Nurſed is at a year Old a 

moſt delicious, nouriſhing, and wholeſome Food, 

whether Stewed, Roaſted, Baked, or Boyled, and 
1 make no doubt that it will equally ſerve in a 
Fricaſee, or a Razonlt, 

1 do therefore humbly offer it to publick con- 
ſideret ion that of the hundred and twenty thou- 
ſaad Children, already com puted, twenty thou. 
ſand may be reſerved for Breed, whereof only 


one 
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one fourth part to be Males, which is more that 


we allow to Sheep, black Cattle, or Swine, and my 
reaſon is that theſe Children are ſeldom the 
Fruits of Marriage, 4 Cireumſtaxce not much re. 
garded by our Savages, therefore one Male will 
be ſufficient to ſerve four Females. That the 
remaining hundred thouſand may at a year Old 
be offered in Sale to the perſons of Quality and 
Fortune, through the Kingdom, always adviũug 
the Mother to let them Suck plentifully of the 
laſt Month, ſo as to render them Plump, aud 
Fat for a good Table. A Child will make two 
Dithes at an Entertainment for Frierds, and 


when the Family dines alone, the fore or hind 


Quarter will niake a reaſonable Diſh, and ſea. 


ſoned with a little Pepper or Salt will be very 


good Boiled on the fourth Day, eſpecially in 
Winter. ke 
I have reckoned upon a Medium, that a Child 
juſt born will weigh 12 pounds, and in a ſolar 
Year if tollerably nurſcd encreaſcth to 28 Pound. 
I grant this food will be ſomewhat dear, and 
therefore very proper for Landlords, woo, as they 
have already devoured moſt of the Parents, ſeem 
to have the beſt Title to the Children. 
Infant's fleſh will be in Seaſon throughout the 
Year, but more plentiful in March, and a little 
before and after, for we are told by a grave Au- 
thor an eminent French Phyſitian, that Fiſh be. 
ing a prolifick Dyet, there are more Children 
born in Roman Catholick Countries about nine 


Months after Leut, than at apy other Seaſon, 
. | A 4 therefore 
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therefore reckoning a Yrar after Leut, the Mar- 
kets will be more glutted than ufual, becauſe tlie 
Number of Popiſh Infants, is at leut three to one 
in this Kingdom, and therefore it will have one 
other Collateral ad vantage by leſſening the Num. 


ber of Papiffs among us. 


have already compoted the Charge of nurſing 


a Beggars Child (in which liſt L reckon all Cor- 


raters, Labourers, and four fifths of the Farmers) 
to be about two Shilliugs per Aunum, Rags in- 
cluded, and I believe no Gentleman would re. 
Pine to give Ten Shillings for the Carcaſs of a 
good fat Child, which, as I have ſaid will make 
four Diſhes of excellent Nutritive Meat, when he 
hath only ſome particular friend, or his own 


Family to Dine with him. Thus the Squire 
will learn to be a good Landlord; and grow po- 


pular among his Tenants, the Mother will have 

ight Shillings neat profit, and be fir for Work 
till ſhe produces another Child. 3 
Thoſe who are more thrifty (as I muſt confeſs 
the Times require) may flay the Carcaſs ; the 
Skin of which, Artifictally dreſſed, will make 

admirable Gloves for Ladies, and Summer Boots 
for fine Gentlemen. 10 

As to our City of Dublin, Shambles may be 
appointed for this purpoſe, in the moſt conveni- 
ent parts of it, and Butchers we may be aſſured 
will not be wanting, although I rather recom- 
mend buying the Children alive, and dreſſing 
them hot from the Knife, as we do roaſting PII. 


A 


lately pleaſed, in diſcourſing on this matter, to 


| agreeable, and to Fatten them would not anſwer 


| ©, + te 
A very worthy. Perſon, a. true Lover of. bis 
Country, and whoſe Virtues 1 highly eſteem, was 


offer a refinement upon my Scheme. He ſaid, 
that many Gentlemen of this Kingdom, having 
of late deſtroyed their Deer, he conceived that 
the want of Veniſon might be well ſupplyed by 
the Bodies of young Lads and Maidens, not ex. 
ceeding fourteen Years of Age, nor under twelve, 
fo great a Number of bath Sexes in every Coun. 
ty being now ready to Stat ve, for want of Work 
and Service: And theſe to be diſpoſed of by their 
Parents if a live, or otherwiſe by their neareſt 
Relations, But with due deference to ſo excel- 
lent a friend, and ſo deſerving a Patriot, I can- 
not be altogether in his Sentiments, for as to 
the Males, my American acquaintance aſſured me 
from frequent Experience, that their fleſh was ge- 
nerally Tough and Lean, like that of our School- 
boys, by continual exerciſe, and their Taſte diſ- 


tne Charge. Then as to the Females, it would, 
I. think with humble Submiſhon, be a loſs to he 
Public, becauſe they ſoon would become Breed 

ers themſelves: And beſides it is not improba- 
ble that ſome ſerupulous People might be apt 
to Cenſure ſuch a Practice, (although indeed very - 
unjuſtly) as a little bordering upon Cruelty, 
which, I confeſs, hath always been with me the 
ſtrongeſt objection againft any Project, however 
ſo well intended. | | 


But 
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But in order to juſtify my friend, he confeſſed, 
that this expedient was put into his head by the 
famous Sallmanaazor, a Native of the Iſland For- 
maſa, who came from thence to London, above 
twenty Years ago, and in Converſation told my 
friend, that in his Country when any young 
'Perſon happened to be put to Death, the Ex- 
ecutioner ſold the Carcaſs to Perſons of Quality, 
as 2 prime Dainty, and that, in his Time, the 
Body of a plump Girl of fifteen, who was 
crucifyed for an attempt to Poiſon the Emperor, 
was ſold to his Imperial Majeſty's prime Miniſter 


of State, and other great Mandarins of the 


Court, in Foints from the Gibbet, at four hun- 
dred Crowns. Neither indeed can I deny, that 


if the ſame uſe were made of ſeveral plump 


young, Girls in this Town, who, without one 
ſingle Groat to their Fortunes, cannot ſtir a- 
broad without a Chair, and appear ar the Play. 
Houſe, and Aſſemblies in Foreign fineries, which 
they never will Pay for ; the Kingdom would not 

be the worſe. | 
Some Perſons of a deſponding Spirit are in 
great concern about that vait Number of poor 
People, who are aged, diſeaſed, or maimed, and 
T have been deſired to imploy my thoughts what 
Courſe may be taken, to eaſe the Nation of ſo 
grievous an Incumbrance, But I am. not in the 
leaſt pain upon that matter, becanſe it is very 
well known, that they are every Day. dying, and 
rottinz, by cold, and famine, and filth, and ver. 
min, as taſt as can be reaſonably expected. And 
| as 
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as to the younger Labourers they are now in al- 
moſt as hopeful a Condition. They cannot get 
Work, and confequentiy pine away for want of 
Nouriſhmenr, to a degree, that if at any time 
they are accidently hired. to commen Labour, 
they have not ſtrength ro perform it, and- thus 
the Country and themſelves are happily deliver- 
ed from the Evils to cone. | 

1 have too long degreſſed, and therefore mal | 
return to my ſubject, 1 think the advantages by 
the Propoſal which I have made are obvious and 


many as well as of the higheſt importance. 


For firſt, as 1 have already obferved, it would 
greatly leſſen he Number of Papiſds, with whom 
we are Yearly over-run, being the ptineipak 
Breeders of the Nation, as well as our moſt 
dangerous Enemies, and who ſtay at home on 
purpoſe with a deſign to deliver the Kingdom to 
the Pretender, hoping to take their Advantage by 
the abſerice of ſu many good Proteſtants, whe have 
choſen rather to leave their Country, than ſtay 
at home, and pay Lythes againſt their Conſcience, 
to an Epiſcopal Curate. | 

Secondly, the poorer Tenants will have fome. 
thing valuable of their own, which by Law may 
be made lyable to Diſtreſs, and help to pay their 
Landlord's Rent, their Corn and Cattle being 
already ſcazed, and Money a thing unknown, 

Thirdly, Whereas the Maintenance of an 
Hundred thouſand Children, from two Years old, 
and upwards, cannot be computed at leſs than 
Ten Shillings a piece per Auum. the Nation's 

Stock 
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ſtock will be thereby encreaſed fifty ths 


pounds per Annum, beſides the profit of a new 


Diſh, introduced to the Tables of all Gentlemen 


.of Fortune in the Kingdom, who have any re- 


finement in Taſte, and the Money will circulate 
among our ſelves, the Goods being entirely of 


our own. Growth and Manufacture. 

Fourthly, The conſtant Breeders, beſides the 
gain of Eight Shillings ſter. per Aunum, by the 
Sale of their Children, will be rid of the Charge 
of maintaining them after the firſt Year. 


Fiftbly, this food would likewiſe bring great- 
Cuſtom to Taverns, where the Vintners will cer- 


tainly be ſo prudent as to procure the belt re. 
ccipts for dreſſing it to perfection, and conſe. 
- quently have their Houſes frequented by all the 
fine Gentlemen, who juſtly value themſelves upon 
their knowiege in good Eating, and a skillful 


Cook, who underſtands how to oblige his Gueſts 


will contrive to make it as expenſive as they 
pleaſe. 
Sixthh, This would 1 4 great Inducement 
to Marriage, which all wiſe Nations have either 
encouraged by Rewards, or enforced by Laws 
and Penalties. It would encreaſe the care and 
tenderneſs of Mothers tow: rds their Children, 
when they were ſure of a Settlement for Life, to 
the poor Babes, provided in ſome ſort by the 
Publick to their Annual profit inſtead of Ex- 


pence, we ſhould ſoon ſee an honeſt Emulation 
among the married Women, which of them could 


' bring the fartef Child to the Market, Men would 


become 
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become as fond of their Wives, during the Time 


of their Pregnancy, as they are now of their 


Mares in Foal, their Cows. in Calf, or Sows when 


they are ready to Farrow, nor offer to Beat or 


Kick them (as it is too frequent a praQtice) for 
fear of a Miſcarriage | 

Many other advantages might be enumerated: 
For Inſtance, the addition of ſome thouſand Car. 
caſes in our exportation of Barreled Beef. The 
Propagation of Swines Fleſh, and Improvement 
in the Art of making good Bacon, ſo much 
wanted among us by the great deſtruction of 


Pigs, too frequent at our Tables, which are no . 
way comparable in Taſte, or Magnificence to a 
well grown, fat Yearling Child, which Roaſted 


whole will make a conſiderable Figure at a Lord 
Mayor's Feaft, or any other Publick Entertain. 
ment. But this, and many others I omit being 


| ſtudious of Brevity. 


Suppoſing that one thouſand Families in this 
City, would be conſtant Cuſtomers for Infants 
Fleſh, beſides others who might have it at Merry. 
meetings, particularly Weddings and Chriſtenings, 
I compute that Dublin would take off Annually 
about twenty thouſand Carcaſes, and the reſt 


of the Kingdom (where probably they will be 
S id ſomewhat Cheaper) the remaining eighty 
thouſand, | 3 

I can think of no one Objection, that will 
oſſibly be raiſed againſt this Fropoſal, unleſs it 
ould be urged that the Number of People will 


e thereby be much leſſened in the Kingdom. 


This 
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This I freely own, and was indeed one Principal 
defign in offering it to the World. I defire the 
Reader will obſzrve, that I Calculate my Reme- of 
dy for this one individual Kingdom of IRELAND, le: 
and for nv other that ever was, is, or, I think, fe 
ever can be upon Earth. Therefore let no Mah th 
talk to me of other Expedients : Of tax ing our. 
Abſentees at five TRA! 4 pound: Of uſing nei- to 
ther Cloaths, nor houſehold Furniture, exciht what IA 
is of our own Growth and Mayufature: Of utter- of 
Iy rejefting the Materials and Inſtruments that | 
promote Foreign Luxury: Of curing the Expen« Sc 
civeneſs of Pride, Vanity, Idleneſs, and Gaming in bl 
our Nomen: Of introducins a Vein of Parcimony, in 
Prudence and Temperance : Of learning to Love th 
our Country, wherein we difer even from L 4P-| ta 
LANDERS, and the 1.habitants of TOPINAM- ſt 
300: Of quitting our Animoſities, and Patt ions, 7 
ner AG any longer like the 7emt, who were Mar.|® 
dering one another at the very moment their City ll 
was taken: Of being a little Cautions not to Sell 
eur Country and Conſciences for nothing: Of teac ha O 
ing Eaudlords to have at leaſt one degree of Mercy 55 
towards their Tenants, Laſtly of putting a Spi. Ne 
rit of Honeſty, Induſtry and Skill into our Shop. ſo 
keepers, who, if 4 Reſolution could nom be taken dr 
fo Buy only our Native Goods, would immediatl . 
unite to Cheat and Exadt upon us in the Price] ® 
the Aſeaſure, and the Goodneſs, nor could ever yer U 
be brouzht to make one fair Propoſal of juſt deal ® 
ing, though Feen and earneſtly invited to it. M 
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Therefore I repeat, let no Man talk to me 
of theſe and the like Expedients, till he hath at 
leaſt ſome Glimpſe of Hope, that there will 
ever be ſome hearty and figcere Attempt to put 
them in Practice. 1 

But as to my ſelf, having been wearied out 
for many Years with offering vain, idle, viſion. 
ary thoughts, and at length utterly deſpairing 
of Succeſs, I fortunately fell upon this Propoſal, 
which as it is wholly cew, ſo it hath ſomething 
Solid and Real, of no Expence asd little Trou-, 
ble, full in our own Power, and whereby we zan 
incur no Danger in 4iſoblis ing England. For 
this kind of Cammodity will not bear Expor- 
tation, the Fleſh being of two tender a Conſi- 
ſtance, to admit a long continuance in Salt, I- 
though perhaps I could name aCounmry, which 


would be glad to Eat up our whois Nation without | 
ir. Es e 
Aſter a I am not fo violently bent upon my 


own Opinion, as to reject any Offer, propoſed 
by wiſe Men, which ſhall be found equally In- 
nocent, Cheap, Ezſy and F ffeCtual. - But before 
ſomething of that Kind ſnall be advanced in Con. 
tradiction to my Scheme, aud offering à better, 
I deſire the Author, of Authors will be pleaſed 
naturely to confider two points. Firſt, as things 
now dend, Huw they will be able to find Food 
and Raiwent for an hundred thouſand ufeleſs 
Mauthe and Backs. Ard Secondly, there being 
z round Million of Creatures in human Figure, 
througauut this Kingdom, whoſe whole ow. 

ance 


ſtance put into a common Stock, would letve 
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them in Debt two Million of Pounds Sterl. add- 
ing thoſe, who are Beggars by Profeſſion, to 
the Bulk of Farmers, Cottagers and Labourers 
with their Wives and Children, who ate Beg- 
gars in Effect; I deſire thoſe Politiciaus, who 
diſlike my Overture, and may perhaps be ſo bold 
to attempt an Anſwer, that they will firſt ask 
the Parents of theſe Mortals, whether they 
would not at this Day think it a great Happi- 
neſs to have been fold for Food at a year. Old, 
in the manner I preſcribe, and thereby have a- 
voided ſuch a perpetual Scene of Misfortunes; 
as they have ſince gone through, by the oppre/- 
ſion of Land- lords, the. Impoſſibility of paying 


Kent without Money or Trade, the want of 


common Suſtenance, with neither Houſe nor 
Cloaths to cover them from Inclemences cf 
Weather, and the moſt inevitable Froſpect of in- 
tailing the like, or greater Miſeries upon their 
Breed for ever. | | : 4 

I Profeſs in the ſincerity of my Heart that I 
have not the leaſt perſonal Intereſt jn endeavour. 
ing to promote this neceſſary Works having no 
other Motive than the publick Good of my Cour-: 
ery, by advancing our Trade, providing for In. 


 fants, relieving the Poor, and giving ſome Pleaſure 


to the Rich, I have no Children, by which I. 


can propoſe to get a ſingle Penny; the youngeſt 


being nine Years old, and my Wife pat Child. 
bearing. - | 501 
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